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Saskatoon Region Starts 3,000 for 2011 
....city has a record breaking year 

 

 

Saskatoon—The Saskatoon region ended 2011 with 25 percent more housing starts than 2010, 

at 2,994 starts.  The multi-unit starts remained strong throughout the year, as demand for 

condominiums and townhouses continues to grow.  Single family homes maintained at a high 

level as well, with 116 starts in December 2011 alone. 

 

Saskatoon maintained this pace despite global challenges due to the strong economic 

performance, low unemployment and high business confidence throughout 2011 and the 

population growth over the year shows that people have noticed the change.  Predictions for 

2011 indicated that the city’s housing market would moderate and that economic headwinds 

from outside of the country would impact on the provincial economy.  However, with a 

population gain of over 6,000 people in 2011 and a record-breaking level of building permits 

allocated, the growth in Saskatoon shows no sign of slowing, and small business confidence 

remains the highest in Canada. 

 

As we head into 2012, Saskatoon is predicted to maintain their level of growth, although some 

are predicting a moderation again in the housing market.  However, with the continued 

influx of residents from other provinces, the residential construction industry should continue to 

maintain the current level of activity.     

 

Alan Thomarat, President & CEO of the Saskatoon & Region Home Builders’ Association 

suggests,  “The forecasts for 2011 fell far short of predicting what a great year the province 

would have.  We can look forward to continued growth and expansion in our province, and the 

new employment and business opportunities that result will have this province leading 

economic development for the upcoming year and beyond.” 



With residential construction activity anticipated to increase through 2012, the skilled labour 

market will continue to dominate the policy issues faced by all sectors of the economy not just 

the builders and contractors throughout the province.  Efforts to provide education and training 

in skilled trades for the underemployed and unemployed in the province must be continued in 

order to mitigate the impact of the heightened activity compounded by the looming retirements 

of the 'baby boomers'.   

 

“Our Association is doing its part to help our members and the industry find the skilled workers 

it needs,” says Thomarat.  “Education and training coupled with better programs to help skilled 

immigrants move to Saskatchewan and get their training recognized will be vitally important to 

all industries.  We will continue to work with our partners to ensure that education and training 

services remain a priority for the Government of Saskatchewan.” 

 

As the voice of the residential construction industry, the Saskatoon & Region Home Builders’ 

Association is committed to a housing strategy that provides quality, affordability and choice in 

housing in all communities throughout the Saskatoon region and the Province. 
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For more information, please contact: 

Alan H.J. Thomarat, President & Chief Executive Officer 

Saskatoon & Region Home Builders’ Association 

Phone:  (306) 955-5188 

Toll Free: 1-888-955-5188 




